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IOWA ASSOCIATION  
OF 

ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION 
STATE CONFERENCE 

April 3 & 4, 2008 

EMBASSY SUITES ON THE RIVER 
101 EAST LOCUST STREET 

DES MOINES, IOWA 

SPONSORED BY: 
The Iowa Association of Alternative Education (IAEE) 

The DMACC Youth Consortium  

Northwest AEA 
 

 
 

“IT’S 
 

ALL ABOUT 
 

OPTIONS” 



 
  
 

Thursday Keynote 
Dr. Adolph Brown I I I  

 
With his fast paced and engaging blend of facts, quotes, poignant stories, 
and hilarious anecdotes, Dr . Adolph Brown will provide you with a 
stirring Thursday morning keynote. 
 
If the mark of a hero is the ability to turn private tragedy into public 
blessing, educator and entrepreneur Adolph Brown, has deservingly 
earned that title. AdolphÕs humble and challenging beginnings serve as a 
testament of triumph over adversity. As a successful entrepreneur (founder 
of the multimillion dollar Wellness Group Inc.), an award winning tenured 
educator, and a Òpeople expertÓ coupled with his genuine optimism and 
enthusiasm make every event ÒA Great DayÓ for personal growth and 
professional development. 
 
His electrifying messages resonate with all as Adolph effortlessly moves 
between functions for corporate professionals, educators, colleges, teens, 
and youth. Adolph reaches hundreds of thousands of people a year 
discussing universal messages of Leadership and Educational Excellence. 
AdolphÕs presentations are always uniquely personal, entertaining, and 
interactive whether delivered before 2,000 eager educators at an opening 
convocation, 10,000 member sales force at an annual sales meeting, 5,000 
excited students in a leadership rally or commencement ceremony, or 50 
co-workers at an executive retreat. Very few professional speakers and 
trainers have the uncanny ability to translate theory in concise, hip 
language with substantive and practical messages that provide immediate 
and lasting emotional impact. 
 
 

Thursday Special Address 
Chet Culver, Governor  of Iowa 

 
The honorable Chet Culver, Governor  of Iowa will address the 
conference attendees during a special session on Thursday, the fi rst day of 
the conference. 
 
 
 

 
 

Fr iday Keynote 
Dr. Jim Ver lengia 

 
Dr . Jim Verlengia is a Director of Academic Support Services at 
Heartland AEA 11 in Johnston, Iowa. 
 

Prior to coming to Heartland Dr.  Verlengia served as superintendent of 
schools at Lewis Central Community Schools in Council Bluffs. 
 

Having earned his doctorate degree from Drake University in Des Moines, 
Jim has served Drake as chairman of the presidentÕs national advisory 
board, chairperson of the school of education national advisory board, and 
as an adjunct professor. Jim has also received the Drake school of 
education outstanding alumni award. 
 

Jim has dedicated his life to education serving students as a teacher, coach, 
and administrator. He continues through his presentations to support and 
promote what he believes to be this countryÕs greatest natural resource Ð 
our children. 
 
For his efforts and commitment to youth, Jim has received local, state, and 
national recognition as a catalyst in the middle school movement and was 
the recipient of the Iowa middle level educators ÒEducator of the YearÓ 
award. 
 

Jim received one of IowaÕs highest civilian awards, the GovernorÕs Life 
Saving Award, for his rescue of Jessie Stark and her son Andrew from their 
burning West Des Moines home. In the process Jim suffered 3rd degree 
burns to over 20% of his body. 
 

Recognized as a leader Jim was nominated and appointed to the prestigious 
1999-2000 ÒLeadership IowaÓ cohort. 
 

!  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  
 

In addition to our  two major keynotes, conference attendees will 
have 60 additional breakout sessions from which to choose. For 
additional conference information and updates visit the IAAE 
website at < www.iaae.net >. 

 
  

CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS 
ÒItÕs All About OptionsÓ 

 
 



* I tÕs All About Options*                                                              * I tÕs All About Options* 
 

 
The Embassy Suites Hotel on the River 

101 E. Locust Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309 

515-244-1700 
 

The Embassy Suites on the River features spacious two-room guest 
suites with a complimentary cooked-to-order breakfast every morning 
and Nightly ManagerÕs Reception. The onsite Doozies Bar and Grill 
serves up lunch and dinner daily and an indoor pool, whirlpool, and 
fitness center let guests stay relaxed and refreshed. 

 
The Embassy suites on the River is located right in the heart of 
downtown Des Moines and near the trendy East VillageÕs unique 
shopping and dining. The cityÕs distinct Court Avenue Entertainment 
District, with fantastic food and great nightlife is just a few blocks away. 
The Simon Estes Amphitheater, Principal Park, Wells Fargo Arena, 
HyVee Hall and the Iowa State Capitol are all within walking distance. 
The hotel offers the best stay of all Des Moines hotels. 

 
Additionally, the Embassy Suites on the River is surrounded by Des 
MoinesÕ best shopping, dinning and attractions. WeÕre one of the most 
convenient hotels near the Des Moines Art Center, as well as Drake 
University and Des Moines University. The Blank Park Zoo, Des Moines 
Botanical Center and the Science Center of Iowa are all just a short 
distance away. 
  
 !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  
 
 
To receive the special conference room rates, remember to mention the 

IAAE State Conference when making reservations. Reservations must be 

made by midnight Friday, March 14 for special rates to apply. 
 
 
 

 
CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

Tentative 
 

Wednesday, Apr il 2, 2008 
 

5:30 PM-7:30 PM Early Bird Evening Registration 
 
Thursday, Apr il 3    
 

7:15 AM-8:15 AM Conference Registration 

8:00 AM-4:00 PM Vendor Booths Open    

8:15 AM-8:30 AM Welcome and Announcements    

8:30 AM-9:45 AM Keynote Address    

10:00 AM-10:50 AM Concurrent Session I (10 Breakouts) 

11:00 AM-11:45 PM Concurrent Session II (10 Breakouts) 

11:45 AM-12:00 PM GovernorÕs Address   

12:00 PM-1:15 PM Lunch, IAAE Business Meeting & Awards 

1:30 PM-2:30 PM Concurrent Session III (10 Breakouts) 

2:45 PM-3:45 PM Concurrent Session IV (10 Breakouts) 

5:30 PM-7:30 PM IAAE Social 

8:00 PM-12:00 AM Conference Entertainment      

 

Fr iday, Apr il 4, 2008 
 

7:30 AM-8:30 AM Breakfast Buffet      

8:30 AM-8:45 AM Welcome and Announcements    

8:45 AM-9:45 AM Keynote Address 

10:00 AM-10:50 AM Concurrent Session I (10 Breakouts) 

11:00 AM-11:50 AM Concurrent Session II (10 Breakouts) 

12:00 PM-12:30 PM Drawing for Door Prizes & Grand Award 

 
    



                           *I tÕs All About Options*                                                             * ItÕs All About Options*  

 

 

2008 IAAE STATE CONFERENCE 
 

Welcome - The IAAE State conference is an annual event addressing 

the issues that face educators working with diverse learners 
in alternative schools, at-risk programs and youth shelter 
care facilities.  

 

Who - This conference is an outstanding professional  growth 
opportunity for teachers, counselors, administrators, social 
workers, consultants, school board members, parents, 
business leaders, community members and legislators who 
have an interest in providing educational options for at risk 
youth and diverse learners.       

 
When - Thursday, April 3 and Friday, April 4, 2008 
 
Time -  Thursday, April 3, Registration 7:15 - 8:15 AM 

 All sessions 8:15 AM – 3:45 PM 
 
 Friday, April 4, All sessions 8:30 AM – 12:30 PM   
 
Hotel - The conference will be held at the Embassy Suites Hotel on 

the River, located at 101 E. Locust Street, Des Moines, Iowa 
50309. Phone 515-244-1700. To receive special rates, the 
IAAE State Conference  must be mentioned when making 
room reservations and reservations must be made by 
midnight, Friday, March 14. 

 

Fees - $150.00 per participant. Fees include all conference 
activities including Thursday lunch, breaks and evening 
social and Friday buffet breakfast and breaks.  

 
Sponsors - Iowa Association of Alternative Education, Des Moines 

Area Community College and Northwest Area Education 
Agency 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

REGISTRATION 
 

Name ________________________________________________ 
 
Organization/District _____________________________________  
 
Position________________________________________________  
 
Address________________________________________________  
 
City/State/Zip___________________________________________  
 
Email Address:  _________________________________________ 
 

           !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !  !   
 

Name ________________________________________________ 
 
Organization/District _____________________________________  
 
Position________________________________________________  
 
Address________________________________________________  
 
City/State/Zip___________________________________________  
 
Email Address:  _________________________________________ 
 

(This form may be photocopied) 
 

 _________________  x  $150 per parti cipant   =  $ _____________ 
    # of Parti cipants _______________   Total 
 
   Method Of "   Check       Payable to 
   Payment:   "   Purchase Order     Northwest AEA 
 
Send Registra tion Form and Payment payable to North west AEA to: 
Northwest Area Education Agency 
Attn:  IAAE State Conference 
1520 Morningside Avenue 
Sioux City, IA 51106-1716  
Or Fax to 712-222 6108     Get Number from Deb 

 


