S.T.A.R.S Youth Organization

STARS that stands for Success, Teamwork, Achievement, Recognition, Self-esteem is a student organization formed by the Minnesota Association of Alternative Programs. Its activities include two leadership conferences (about 1000 students) per year and Legislative Day where students attend meetings at the state Capital and meet personally with their representative and senators. This assures statewide coverage of issues concerning alternative education and makes passage of legislation much easier. STARS, an extraordinarily successful activity, has been replicated in other states, specifically Connecticut, Iowa, Michigan and Minnesota.

Iowa sponsors an annual leadership conference for students from alternative schools and programs throughout the state. Key educators from the Northeast region of the state coordinate the conference, held in Waterloo for the past two years. IAAE supports the conference to provide the necessary materials, food, space rental, etc. All alternative schools and programs throughout the state are invited to participate in the conference. 

IAAE also supports a legislative day where students attend meetings at the State Capital and meet personally with their representatives and senators. This facilitates the opportunities of students to become involved in community issues of interest to the State, experience and learn legislative process, negotiate issues of interest regarding alternative education, and build support for alternative education. 

Announcements about STARS activities are made in the IAAE Newsletter and under “News” on the IAAE web site.  

